
MAR OR AR? 

1. Technicians and scientists in the IAH have been avoiding the term 

artificial recharge and instead have been using managed aquifer 

recharge for a decade.  

2. The term “artificial” implies that the water is, in some way, unnatural. 

3. We don't call well pumping “artificial discharge” 

4. IAH through its MAR Commission has an important role in facilitating 

creation and dissemination of new knowledge in partnership with other 

organizations so that MAR may achieve its significant potential 

5. In the USA where the artificial recharge term began, that has now been 

replaced in the relevant ASCE Standards Committee, and in various 

conferences such as BSMAR (Biennial Symposium on Managed 

Aquifer Recharge) by MAR.  

6. MAR advocates and presents an international common terminology for 

types of MAR in use, joining older terms as “enhanced recharge”, 

“water banking”, “sustainable underground storage”, “artificial 

recharge”… 
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 LBAE (MIMAM, 2000b):  

 "Los resultados obtenidos en 
estas experiencias son 
esperanzadores, aunque se han 
producido algunos fracasos que 
han sido fruto tanto de una falta 
de planificación y tecnología, 
como de un interés insuficiente 
por sus posibles beneficiarios, y 
escasa aportación económica 
para desarrollarlas.” 


